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1. Know your budget 
Know how much you have to spend and what impact the renovation will have on the value of your home.  
Consider if you can recover enough of the money you will be spending if you plan to sell the house in the 
near future. Set aside 10 to 20 percent of your budget to cover unexpected expenses, and make a 
detailed plan for how you will pay for the improvement and track the cash outflow during construction.  
Will you live in the home during construction?  Most folks do, but plan to eat out more often that usual. 
Make revisions to your budget after initial meetings with contractors and your cabinet maker.  


Luke 14:28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit down and estimate the 
cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 

2. Find your contractors, make sure they are insured, and obtain 
necessary permits 
Unless you are doing some of the work yourself, you will likely need an electrician, plumber, cabinet 
maker, flooring installer, tile installer & painter. If you have a general contractor they may get the permit(s) 
if local building codes require them and schedule the other contractors.  Otherwise you will need to 
check with your city or county building codes office and follow their guidelines for obtaining permits. 


3. Consider plumbing, electrical & gas changes and any 
structural modifications upfront 
Moving appliances and sinks means that the pipes that service these fixtures will also need to be moved 
and the electrical and/or gas may need to be updated or modified. In an older home, this can be a 
significant investment if existing construction is not up to code. If you are planning to remove a wall, a 
licensed contractor and possibly a structural engineer will need to be involved early on.


4. Talk with your cabinet maker early in the process 
Obtain a bid for your project. Know the wood and finish you want and the key features your desire.  You 
will need to put down a deposit to reserve a spot on their schedule. You will work with your cabinet 
maker on layout, desired features, finish options and hardware.  This is where a creative custom cabinet 
maker’s input is really helpful. Most kitchens have design issues that need to be worked through for the 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/luke/14/


best possible outcome. Decide who will be removing the old kitchen and how you will dispose of the 
cabinets and appliances. If your old cabinets can be removed with out damaging them, they can often 
be sold to help you recoup some of your investment.


5. Select and order your appliances 
Your cabinet maker will need to know exact sizes for each appliance so order them early in the process.  
Dimensions can be found in the appliance manuals or online on the manufacturers website. The cabinet 
maker will also need to know if you plan to incorporate any lighting in your cabinet design.


6. Select your counter top, backsplash, lights & faucets 
Your cabinet maker may be able to assist you with this step depending on what you want.  If you plan to 
use granite, the fabricator will not be able to template the tops of the cabinets until they are installed in 
your home.  Your counter top fabricator will need to know what kind of sink and faucet you will be using. 
Be sure you stay in contact with your cabinet maker about the installation date so you can reserve a 
template and installation date with your granite installer.


Contact Rigney HomeCraft for a free estimate or design session when considering a 
kitchen or bath remodel, new construction, fine carpentry, custom doors, built-in 

shelving and entertainment centers or heirloom furniture. 
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